RYE  AND  WINCHELSEA

Nor is Winchelsea a feudal town though it has a more
aristocratic and spacious air about it, due possibly to the wider
streets and the careful town-planning of Edward L For the
first Winchelsea was destroyed in 1287, in a great inundation,
when * the sea, forced contrary to its natural courses, flowed
twice without ebbing and appeared in the dark of the night as
it had been on fire and the waves to strive together after a
marvellous sort, so that mariners could not devise how to save
their ships when they lay at anchor, by any cunning or slight'.
After this disaster Edward I granted Winchelsea the present
hill site and laid it out on most modern lines, dividing the
150 acres into thirty-nine squares with roads at right angles,
the Church of St. Thomas and the Court House being the
centre of the town* By 1288 the town with its three gates was
completed and the Holy Rood was planted outside the New
Gate as a landmark to travellers* By the end of the century
there were four thousand inhabitants who derived their liveli-
hood from shipbuilding, the wine trade and the traffic of pil-
grims on their way to St. James of Compostella, The magni-
ficent unfinished church is a proof both of the greatness of
Winchelsea in the early fourteenth century and of her swift
decline, for only the chancel and two side chapels of the original
plan were carried out. The beautiful Decorated tombs of the
Alards, especially that of Gervase Alard, first Admiral of the
Cinque Ports' fleet, bear witness to the importance of that
noble family in the history of Winchelsea, The names
famous in Rye history are those of burgher not aristocratic
families,
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